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It is of course only to be expected that the rich
should never be interfered with. Quite recently a
few gaming-houses to which young officers resorted
were closed; but otherwise I have never heard of
rich people ever being prevented from gaming as
they liked. The activities of the race-course and the
Stock Exchange are left untouched, and not even
taxed; although in France the Government makes
a fine revenue from the use of an instrument called
the " totalisator," and a considerable revenue could
also be raised in this country by imposing an ad
valorem stamp on contract notes, which would at
once tax the kind of person who contracts to buy
shares and gambles on differences without ever
producing the purchase money. This gambling is
of course severely punished when a poor clerk
embezzles his employer's money to meet a differ-
ence ; but it entails no particular punishment for
the rich man who goes bankrupt. It is, however,
only to be expected that a large number of the
police force should be employed to prevent gambling
at street corners.

The absurdity of Mill's theory is clear from the
examination of the two above instances/ It would
obviously injure the national welfare if drunkenness
became more common, as it certainly will be if
modern " temperance" movements flourish. It is
equally unsound for either the rich or the poor man
to gamble on a large scale since this upsets the
financial security of the community, and subsequent
examples of freedom conferred on the rich to the
exclusion of the poor will make this truth even more
obvious. Perhaps the most widely reaching change